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Postoperative surgical site infections (SSIs) are associated with significant morbidity and mortality, especially in high risk patient populations. The probability of a patient developing a postoperative surgical site infection (SSI) is influenced by selected intrinsic and extrinsic risk factors present at the time of surgery. It is estimated that > 750,000 SSIs occur in the United States each year, resulting in increased patient morbidity and mortality, > 4 million extra hospital days and costing over $2 billion in excess hospital charges each year. In an era of greater public scrutiny, amid increased legislative and regulatory accountability several questions come to mind: 

· How will public policy amid imposed sanctions influence the future of healthcare?

· How do we view risk reduction when confronted with a myriad of comorbid risk factors in the surgical patient?

· Will science (evidence-based) lead us to the promise land?

These questions have invoked a sense of urgency among healthcare professionals and institutions, stimulating a national effort to improve patient outcomes by reducing the risk of surgical site infections. The current national strategy (SCIP) for reducing the risk of postoperative infections has focused upon identifying vulnerable patient populations (ie. hyperglycemic patient) and enhancing compliance to sentinel risk reduction strategies such as appropriate antimicrobial prophylaxis.  It is unlikely however, that these attempts alone will completely eliminate the risk of SSIs, especially in our higher risk patient populations.  A more thoughtful approach will involve embracing sentinel standards of practice coupled with innovative adjunctive risk reduction strategies, all within a framework of evidence-based medicine. The following presentation will include:
· A discussion of comorbid risk factors in today’s surgical patient.
· A review of current legislative and regulatory efforts to impose sanctions upon healthcare institutions which fail to mitigate the risk of postoperative SSIs.
· The impact of SCIP and other national initiatives as effective strategies for reducing the risk of infection in selective surgical patient populations.
· The role of innovative (adjunctive) evidence-based risk reduction strategies to improve patient outcomes.
